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News Release

Bayer drives awareness and scientific discussion to help mitigate
impact of zoonotic diseases in tropical countries


Greater need to better mitigate zoonotic diseases with increasing pet ownership



Scientific experts release parasite best-practice guidelines for tropical climates

Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), September 6, 2017 – Pet ownership in tropical countries
(Southeast Asia, the Pacific Islands, Northern Australia, South Asia (including India), Latin
America and Africa and the Middle East) is on the rise. China for example, is third in the
world for dog ownership (27.4 million) and second for cat ownership (53.1million), whilst
dog numbers in Australia went up to 4.8 mllion in 2016 (a lift of just under 3% in three
years) and cat numbers increased to almost 3.8 million (up 6%) 1. In Malaysia and Vietnam
dog populations have increased by 7% and 9% whilst cat population by 2% and 5% in the
past five years alone 2.
With the growing pet population, the Tropical Council for Companion Animal Parasites
(TroCCAP), an alliance of veterinary health experts, have called for improved protection
of pets from parasites such as fleas, ticks and worms, as key to mitigating the risk of
zoonotic diseases, in the interest of veterinary and public health.
Whilst some countries and regions have introduced guidelines for immunisation of dogs
and cats, there are unique challenges faced by companion animal practitioners across the
tropics, including those in Asia who cite insufficient resources for research, training and
diagnosis to be a challenge.
In a key first step, TroCCAP released new best-practice recommendations for the
diagnosis, treatment and control of ‘climate-specific’ internal parasites in pet dogs at the
26th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary
Parasitology, which took place in Kuala Lumpur from the 4 th - 8th September 2017.
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To assist clinicians and provide standardized advice for the countries, the guidelines also
provide an overview of the most common gastrointestinal parasites such as hookworms
and roundworms, common clinical signs, diagnoses, anthelmintic treatment options
covering route of application, dose and efficacies of regularly used drugs and adjunct care
such as blood transfusions.
At a media roundtable on Healthy Pets, Healthy People, a panel of veterinary and
parasitology experts shared some insights:
 Associate Professor Rebecca Traub, Director & Executive Secretary, TroCCAP

“Today, cats and dogs are increasingly considered as part of the family and live in
close proximity with people. This means that effectively protecting our pets from
parasites not only helps keep them healthy and of good well-being, but ultimately, it
also benefits our own health and that of the family. Pet owners can play an active role
in protecting their pets from diseases – by keeping up their annual check-ups with the
veterinarian, staying up-to-date with vaccinations, and ensuring that they use effective
and frequent protection against common parasites such as fleas, ticks and worms.”
 Dr. Tawin Inpankaew, Council member, TroCCAP

“Zoonotic diseases can pose a risk to public health in many parts of the world. For
tropical countries, the combination of warmer climate and enhanced parasite life
cycles, among other factors, call for specifically developed parasite prevention
protocols in order to effectively mitigate the infection pressure for all animals and the
corresponding risk to public health. For example, dogs and cats in the tropics need to
be protected from ticks, fleas and heartworm all year round, unlike in temperate
countries where the risk of infestation is seasonal.”
 Dr. Filipe Dantas-Torres, Director, TroCCAP

“TroCCAP is focused on developing tropical climate-specific preventative treatment
protocols and guidelines to help veterinarians better mitigate the risk of zoonotic
diseases. This launch of our guidelines in Malaysia is just a first step. The guidelines
will be rolled-out to other countries in the region. At the same time, we are already
working on guidelines for cats.”
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 Dr. Norbert Mencke, Head of Policy and Stakeholder Affairs, Bayer Animal Health

“Bayer has long been engaging with the scientific and veterinary community around the
world to advance knowledge and research in parasitology, zoonotic and vector borne
diseases. We are pleased to be able to contribute our scientific know-how and
advancements to help address the unique needs of local veterinarians and pet
owners.”
About Zoonoses3
A zoonosis is any disease or infection that is naturally transmissible from vertebrate
animals to humans. Animals thus play an essential role in maintaining zoonotic infections
in nature. Zoonoses have been recognized for many centuries, and over 200 have been
described. They are caused by all types of pathogenic agents, including bacteria,
parasites, fungi, and viruses.
About the Tropical Council for Companion Animal Parasites (TroCCAP)
TroCCAP is a non-for-profit public company whose mission is to independently inform,
guide and make best-practice recommendations to veterinarians and allied health
professionals for the diagnosis, treatment and control of companion animal parasites in
the tropics and sub-tropics, with the aim of protecting animal and human health. The
emphasis of the council is directed towards providing free educational resources in the
form of guidelines published through the website, webinars and locally organised lectures
and workshops aimed at training veterinary practitioners and allied healthcare
professionals in the tropics on the impact and control of parasites in pets and parasitic
zoonoses in people. There are currently twelve TroCCAP members selected on basis of
their expertise and ability to represent a region in the tropics and sub-tropics. Read more
at www.troccap.com.
Bayer: Science For A Better Life
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the Life Science fields of health
care and agriculture. Its products and services are designed to benefit people and
improve their quality of life. At the same time, the Group aims to create value through
innovation, growth and high earning power. Bayer is committed to the principles of
sustainable development and to its social and ethical responsibilities as a corporate
citizen. In fiscal 2016, the Group employed around 115,200 people and had sales of EUR
46.8 billion. Capital expenditures amounted to EUR 2.6 billion, R&D expenses to EUR 4.7
billion. These figures include those for the high-tech polymers business, which was
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floated on the stock market as an independent company named Covestro on October 6,
2015. For more information, go to www.bayer.com.
Find out more at www.animalhealth.bayer.com
Follow us on facebook: www.facebook.com/bayer4Animals
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/bayer4Animals
Contact:
Janice Chow, phone +49 2173 38 5649
E-Mail: janice.chow@bayer.com
jc
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Forward-Looking Statements
This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer
management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences
between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates
given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on the Bayer website at
www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to
conform them to future events or developments.
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http://animalmedicinesaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/AMA_Pet-Ownership-in-Australia-2016Report_sml.pdf
2
Bayer consolidated data from various sources
3
Extracted from http://www.who.int/topics/zoonoses/en/ on August 29, 2017
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