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News Release

Bayer Animal Health supports continuing professional
development for veterinarians and animal nurses
Bayer Animal Health sponsors the 16th annual meeting of the World Feline Congress to
support continuing professional development for veterinarians and animal nurses in the
area of feline medicine.

Brighton, United Kingdom, July 4, 2017 – Bayer Animal Health acted as a platinum
level sponsor for the 2017 World Feline Congress. This congress was held June 28July 2, 2017 in Brighton, United Kingdom, to support continuing professional development
for veterinarians and animal nurses from around the world. The two key themes of the
2017 congress were feline endocrinology and cardiorespiratory disease.
The World Feline Congress is an annual event for the International Society of Feline
Medicine, or ISFM. Bayer Animal Health partners with ISFM to provide resources and
information for veterinarians worldwide for the cat. To find out more about ISFM visit
www.icatcare.org.
“The demands placed on animal health and veterinary care are rising,” says Ronan
Fitzgerald, Global Veterinary Scientific Affairs at Bayer Animal Health. “Therefore Bayer
Animal Health is proud to sponsor the 2017 World Feline Congress in order to support
animal healthcare providers with access to the latest information and techniques.”
Two veterinary experts, invited by Bayer Animal Health, led a symposium covering
scientific perspectives and real-world learning on vector-borne diseases in cats for
conference attendees.
“It is often suggested that cats are less frequently affected by arthropod-borne infectious
diseases than dogs”, explains Fitzgerald. “This has been based on clinical observation
and the limited published literature on feline vector-borne infectious diseases.”
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Dr. Michael Day, a Professor of Veterinary Pathology at the University of Bristol,
addressed the question of whether cats are really less susceptible to vector-borne
diseases than dogs. Developing this theme further, Dr. Michael Lappin, a professor of
small animal clinical veterinary medicine at Colorado State University and the director of
the “Center for Companion Animal Studies”, discussed several vector-borne pathogens,
including Bartonella and Hemoplasmas, and warned the audience that cats are indeed
capable of either harbouring pathogens or becoming clinically affected.
Ronan Fitzgerald observed that “hosting this Symposium not only enabled two worldclass speakers to share their thoughts with a packed lecture hall, but delivered valuable
insights into the area of feline vector-borne disease and how we need to challenge
previously-held assumptions”.
To learn more about Companion Vector-Borne Diseases, prevention, and treatment, visit
www.cvbd.org for more information, resources, and the latest publications.
About Companion Vector-Borne Diseases (CVBD®)
Companion vector-borne diseases (CVBD) are a growing international public health
threat. These diseases are transmitted by blood-feeding ectoparasites, including ticks
(Lyme disease, babesiosis, anaplasmosis, and hemoplasmosis), fleas (canine
bartonellosis and feline rickettsiosis), and sand flies (leishmaniosis). They are known to
veterinarians and public health professionals throughout the world and in some cases
have also shown zoonotic consequences.
Bayer: Science For A Better Life
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the Life Science fields of health
care and agriculture. Its products and services are designed to benefit people and
improve their quality of life. At the same time, the Group aims to create value through
innovation, growth and high earning power. Bayer is committed to the principles of
sustainable development and to its social and ethical responsibilities as a corporate
citizen. In fiscal 2016, the Group employed around 115,200 people and had sales of EUR
46.8 billion. Capital expenditures amounted to EUR 2.6 billion, R&D expenses to EUR 4.7
billion. These figures include those for the high-tech polymers business, which was
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floated on the stock market as an independent company named Covestro on October 6,
2015. For more information, go to www.bayer.com.

Find out more at www.animalhealth.bayer.com
Follow us on facebook: www.facebook.com/bayer4Animals
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/bayer4Animals
Contact:
Martin Wans, phone: +49 2173 38 4727
Email: martin.wans@bayer.com
Find more information at www.bayer.com.
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Forward-Looking Statements
This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer
management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences
between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates
given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on the Bayer website at
www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to
conform them to future events or developments.
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